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Loadsa STICK
September 2003

_____________________________________________________________________________

Greetings from the Editor!

Welcome to the new season and with it a new monthly newsletter.

Sarah Jones asked me to become the new Editor during the summer. Once out of the head lock, I thought it best to agree.  

The name change?  A need to bring the Stick into the 21st Century.  

Style-wise, it will sit somewhere  between The Spectator and Viz.  Whereabouts on this spectrum will become perfectly clear as the season progresses!

LoadsaSTICK is here to keep you informed about the Club, activities, teams and results. Not taking itself too seriously is the name of the game and, hopefully, it will raise a smile over the next 6 months or so.  It will be sent out monthly and will include regular features on each of the 7 teams as well as the Colts.  

It will also provide the opportunity for you to have your say and so if there is anything you would like members to know about, please contact me and I will include it. Contact details are listed at the end of the newsletter.

Enjoy the forthcoming season and just remember, hockey is a dangerous sport (at least the way I play it)…… so be careful out there!!

Ed

“Chairman’s Column”

The Editor has promised me this column (and such additional inches as may be needed) in future for my “right to reply” to LoadsaStick (that’s what she thinks – Ed).  No doubt all “Marilyn’s Moments” will be faithfully recorded during the forthcoming season!  For the time being, I would like to use this space to extend a warm welcome to all members, old and new, to the start of the 2003/4 season at CHC.

I believe ours is a great Club.  We have some of the best facilities in Surrey, a quality coaching staff, a hard-working and enthusiastic committee and, of course, you the members, who make Cheam THE BEST!!

We are aiming to boost the performance of our existing League sides this season as well as men’s and ladies’ third elevens making their league debuts, whilst at the same time holding numerous excellent social events.  What could be better than that?

Have fun, girls and boys.

Steph Williams, Cheam Chair  

Summer Review

A number of friendly fixtures were arranged stretching into July for both the men and women, and there was a healthy turn out for a regular mixed hockey league at Purley including several of our younger members.  Thanks to Cheryl, Sarah and Derry for organising.

The Clarets played in the Surbiton Summer League, winning 2, drawing 1 and losing 2.  Victories over arch rivals Surbiton and Reigate were celebrated appropriately in the bar afterwards!  Thanks go to Neil Worman and Derry Brophy for umpiring.

Cheam reached the semi- finals of the Plate at the Riverside Festival at Purley Walcountians on the hottest weekend ever!  Thanks to all who gave up their weekends.

Sarah Jones and Keith Boyce have slaved over the summer to sort out the new kit for the Club.  Jackets, T/bottoms and social shirts are available for order from either.   

During August, one of the coaches, Denny, ran a weekly fitness session which was a bit of a shock to the system, but became a great success and was well patronised.  

Social

Claire Bilbrough’s farewell party proved a huge success.  Much alcohol was consumed and a certain twosome showed their appreciation by bringing it all up again.  Goldie and Pankster, you really must learn to sip rather than gulp Port and Lemon!   Denny and Hayley got into the swing of Pankster’s rather potent cocktails and opened a meaningful dialogue with Cheam Darts team!!   My lips are sealed!

A tennis challenge took place in July (ladies 1sts vs 2nds).  The day was a great success with the 1sts finishing the victors. A picnic followed the action with a social in the evening.  Great fun!     

See Hot Dates for future social events….

Club Day

Club day was held last Saturday as a curtain raiser to the season.  There was a good turn out from both the men and ladies.  Skills sessions followed by friendly matches proved a great success and the respective captains and coaches have now selected their squads for the coming season.

The day’s events were followed by a social in the evening which was very well attended.  Huge thanks must go to Hayley’s Mum for preparing a wonderful spread.  I must say that it is the first time I have ever seen a chickpea in the Club and, being a veggie, it was most welcome! 

Have your cake and…. wear it?

It is only proper that new members and coaches, in particular, should undergo the ritual initiation into the Cheam 

Brethren.  And so it proved for Denny on Saturday evening.  Set upon by Mark Atherton and Sarah Jones both wielding Black Forest Gateaux, a struggle ensued and, let’s just say, Denny and Jonesy ended up looking like a right pair of CAKE HEADS! 

Sing, Julie, Sing! 

Not to be outdone, Julie Wrathall added a touch of Tyrolean magic to the evening when, just after 11pm, she chipped in with a version of the “Hills are Alive…” aided and abetted by a couple of willing, if not very able, backing singers!  Nobody batted an eyelid and they eventually fell (sorry, stepped) down.  Fame Academy contestants, you’ve got no worries!

Fundraising

An informal committee was set up in the summer to source sponsorship for the Club from local companies.  I understand that 4 of the committee were spotted walking the length and breadth of Cheam High St in fluffy mules and mini skirts one Saturday in late July.  It seems to have worked as they have, so far, raised £500 in sponsorship and the free printing of Cheam fixture cards.  The committee are so much into the fundraising that there is talk of them emulating Calendar Girls next year– steady, Rodders!!   On a serious note, they are confident of more success in the future having now put the building blocks in place.  If anyone has any contacts with local business or would like to help, please contact Sarah Jones on 07961 068822. 

Say Hello…..

to new members:

· Cheryl Glover

· Sarah Batkin

· Caroline Scotford

· Mary Head

· Graham Head

· Troy Hosking

· Tom Thompson

Wave Goodbye…

to old friends:

· Claire Bilbrough  – to Kenya  

· Amy Collins – university

· Claire Butler - travelling

· Ralph Evans – university

· Andy Martin – university

· Wan Rinezry – sabbatical

· Ollie New – retirement

· Brian Tombs – retirement

Hope Springs…

I asked the captains of the respective teams about their hopes for the coming season.  Here goes………

Clarets

Squad for the coming season remains in tact with one or two additions.  Despite our increasing age, there are no retirements to report!   The entry age for the London Vets Div has been reduced to 35 and the division has been split in 2 after the introduction of several new clubs.  There will also be a new Saturday cup competition in March to add an edge to the end of season.  Looking forward to it! 

David Balchin

Men’s 1sts

With the aim of improving on last year’s league position and, hopefully, a push for promotion, several challenges need to be overcome.  These include replacing players bound for university, retirements and the development of players from 2nds to 1sts.  That said, the core squad remains and, by building on last year’s coaching from Charlotte this year, the opportunity is there for us to grasp.  Only time will tell if we successfully grab it.

Dougal Monk

Men’s 2nds

Promotion last year.  Same again this year, lads!

Colin Savage

Men’s 3rds

The 3rds have entered Surrey Open League, giving the opportunity for our Colts to move into competitive adult hockey as well as providing regular games for fringe players.  Despite being a new team, hopefully we can establish a good position in Div 5 of the Surrey Open.
Tristram Clucas

Ladies’ 1sts

The Ladies 1st Eleven team,

Are ready for next season at Cheam.

With a beer or two,

Between me and you

It should all go like a dream!
Ali Berryman

Ladies’ 2nds

· Will Michele be the only forward to score a goal before the last game of the season?

· Will Di, Jo S and Ads avoid heading the ball? 

· Will Nicki’s legs turn a whiter shade of white?

· Will Charlotte fall over in every match?

· Will the captain have a Christmas close encounter with an ornamental hedge?

· Watch this space!

Lois Hare

Ladies’ 3rds

Having all complied with the agreed meeting time and place, changed and ready to do battle, a squad usually comprising goalkeeper and 13 outfield players set about warming up the muscles in preparation for their next fixture.  Focussed, determined and in complete harmony, as if taking part in a military procession, this group of athletes look every part the professional outfit.  That is, of course, until entering the next stage of their pre-match warm-up…the consumption of Easter eggs, fizzy drinks and a large chocolate fudge cake.

Not exactly text book warm up, but these little idiosyncrasies sum up the character and personality of a squad whose development last season excited all those fortunate enough to work with them and is partly responsible for a re-structuring within the club, which we hope will assist in personal development and strengthen our squads.

Having ended the season on a high, finishing second in a 6-a-side tournament, in which they defeated the eventual winners, last year’s U16s are about to break into senior hockey.  The newly-formed Ladies’ 3rd XI take their place in a friendly league and, with some already on the brink of 2nd XI action, this crop of players may well provide us with some of the highlights of the season.  Good luck to all and have confidence in your ability.
Mark Atherton

Colts

Our aim is to encourage young players (boys and girls) between the ages of 9 and 16 to learn and build on existing hockey skills and to enter into the game of hockey with sense of team spirit and a will to win!

There is a need to attract new members and to this end we have arranged 2 coaching sessions for years 7 & 8 at Nonsuch High School in September and hope to arrange similar at Cheam High in the near future.

We have entered teams in the Home Counties Leagues at U14 and U16 levels and also the England Hockey Girls U15 Cup.  We also hope to arrange friendlies for other age groups and possibly some mixed games during the season.
Gill McDonnell 

No Pain, no Gain! 

You may or may not be aware that we now have 3 permanent coaches to put the seniors  through their paces every Tuesday evening.  Charlotte Dickinson returns for another season coaching the men (there’s no escaping, lads), Denny Shorney takes over as ladies coach and Mark Atherton will coach the new Ladies 3rd team.  Catriona will, once again, coach the colts. 

I put some questions to them on the eve of the new season.  First under the spotlight is the Ladies coach, Denny. Here’s what she had to say: 

· Name: Denny (Bodybag) Shorney

· Occupation:  Prison Officer
· You took your Christian name from a character in the popular TV programme, Bad Girls? Is this true?  Yes – we do look alike, don’t we?

· You took your name from a member of the pop group Wings? Is this true?  No, the only thing I have in common with Wings is that my hair sticks out at the sides!

· Where DID you take your name from? 

My Mum! 

(don’t be clever, I do the funny stuff here!)

· There is speculation that you use equipment from your working life in some of your training sessions.  Do you think that strait jackets & handcuffs bring the best out in people?  Oh yes!

· Favourite training exercise?  Bleep test.

· Why? No pain, no gain & I can have a little girlie giggle to myself.

· Hopes & aims for the season? To teach you everything I know about hockey & to make you all drink as much as me on a night out (Is this possible? – Ed).  Oh yes, and to gain CHC promotion within 3 years!

Umpiring

Surrey Hockey Association is running a number of Level 1 umpiring courses throughout Surrey during the season.  If you fancy learning how to use a whistle, please contact Lois Hare on 020 8715 5287.

Bad Hair Day

You may have noticed that, suddenly, Colin Savage has sprouted a head of curls and is beginning look like a cross between Art Garfunkel and Leo Sayer.  His plan is to shave off all the curls at the Xmas dinner in order to raise as much money as possible in sponsorship for Cancer Research UK. So, when you see him next, please let him know how much you plan to pledge.

CHC Needs you!

We always need new players.  If you haven’t already, please put up a Cheam poster or postcard at work, at school, in the library or at the gym.

Fixtures

Men’s 1sts
13/9   Walton & Weybridge (F)

20/9   Kenley (F)

4/10   Merton (L)

11/10 Kenley (L) 

Men’s 2nds

13/9   Walton & Weybridge 2 (F)

20/9   Kenley 2 (F)

27/9   Old Whitgiftians 5 (F)

4/10   Kenley 2 (L)

11/10 BBC (L) 

Men’s 3rds

13/9   Walton & Weybridge 2 (F)

20/9   Kenley 3 (F)

27/9   Thames Valley 3 (F)

4/10   Epsom 6 (L)

11/10 Sunbury Red Lions (L)

Men’s Vets

20/9   Epsom Vagabonds (F)

27/9   Sevenoaks Old Oaks (F)

4/10   Wanderers 1 (L)

11/10 Wimbledon 2 (L)

Ladies’ 1sts

13/9   Richmond 2 (F)

20/9   Thames Valley 1 (F)

27/9   THD 2 (L)

4/10   Wanderers 1 (L)

11/10  Wimbledon 2 (L)

Ladies’ 2nds

13/9   Surbiton 4 (F)

20/9   Sunbury 2 (F)

27/9   Spencer 2 (F)

4/10   Woking Vets (L)

11/10 Barnes 3 (L)

Ladies’ 3rds

27/9   THD 6 (F)

4/10   Croydon MO 3 (F)

11/10  Purley W’countians 5 (F)

Hot Dates

Put these dates in your diaries. 

15th Nov
Race Night
13th Dec
Xmas Dinner 

24th Jan
tbc

28th Feb
Treasure Hunt

Contact details

That’s it for this month, folks!

· The next issue will be sent out on Friday 17th October.  Please send material for inclusion to Liz Grimes on liz@kagep.com or call on 020 8715 5287 no later than Friday 10th October 2003.
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